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Ezri Farnum

Starry Stonewort - Meeting Topic
OTC COLA July 17 Lake Property Owner Meeting

The featured speaker at the OTC COLA lake property owner meeting on July 17,
2025 will be Ezri Farnum. Ezri is the President of the Koronis Lake Association.
Lake Koronis is located near Paynesville Minnesota. The lake has been combating
the infestation of starry stonewort since 2015.

Starry Stonewort is a noxious, matting algae posing a clear and present danger to
lake property values and the quality of lake experience across Minnesota.

The challenge of dealing with Starry Stonewort at Lake Koronis has proved
formidable from the outset. Little was known about the Starry Stonewort when it
was first detected in Lake Koronis in 2015. Stakeholders for the lake continue to
pursue information and advice to formulate a consensus of how to battle the
harmful aquatic invasive plant. Over the years a knowledge base has been
compiled from local experts as well as from those outside of Minnesota. Lake
Koronis is the largest Starry Stonewort management project in Minnesota.

Otter Tail Coalition of Lake Associations has sponsored two bus tours to Lake
Koronis. The first was in September 2017 and other in July of 2022. Participants
of the tours have indicated they were enlightened to the threat of Starry
Stonewort.

Ezri will relate how starry stonewort has impacted Lake Koronis and describe
what the Lake Association continues to do to combat it.

All Minnesota lake property owners are welcome to attend OTC COLA meetings
on the third Thursdays of July and August 2025 at the Ottertail Community
Center, 93 Lake Avenue South, in Ottertail, Minnesota 56571. Meetings begin at



7:00 p.m. Attendees are encouraged to arrive early for coffee and cookies and a
time of socializing and networking.

No Cut In MN AIS Prevention Aid !

In January 2025 Minnesota Governor Walz released his proposed budget
recommendations for 2026-2027. In the proposal was a reduction of the County
AIS (Aquatic Invasive Species) Prevention Aid formula by 50%.

The AIS Prevention Aid (established 10 years ago) is crucial to prevent the spread
of AIS. Minnesota counties share $10 million annually and most of that money
funds AIS inspections for watercraft moving into and out of our public waters.
Reduction in the funding would result in fewer boat inspections and would
translate into greater risk of spreading AIS into the lakes and rivers.

When news of the proposed budget cut was published, Minnesota lake advocate
organizations began campaigns to inform legislators of the importance of not
reducing the funding. Organizations including Minnesota Lakes and River
Advocates, Minnesota Coalition of Lake Associations and Otter Tail County
Coalition of Lake Associations implored their memberships to send letters to
Governor Walz and Minnesota legislators to omit the 50% AIS Prevention funding
cut from the budget.

In early June 2025 it was learned that a special session of the Minnesota State
legislature was convened to submit a budget to Governor Walz, that maintains
AIS County Prevention Aid at current levels through the upcoming biennium. We
believe this was substantially in response to the massive outpouring of letters
received from lake stakeholders from across Minnesota!

Special thanks go to all who participated in campaigns to influence preservation
of the AIS prevention funding efforts!

Why Swimmer's Itch Is Getting Worse In OTC Lakes



In the fall of 2024 Pelican Lakes Property Owners Association (PLPOA) formed a
task force to address the problem of swimmer's itch becoming a major issue.

In recent years a new strain of swimmer’s itch has emerged on Pelican Lake. In
the summer of 2024 and the first half of the summer of 2025 the number and
severity of cases have skyrocketed. This issue is becoming the greatest threat to
the way of life ever experienced on Pelican Lake. In the fall of 2024, PLPOA
formed a task force to address this problem.

PLPOA retained Swimmer’s Itch Solutions, LLC, starting last fall, to advise on
this topic. Swimmer’s Itch Solutions is led by Dr. Curtis Blankespoor, Ecologist
and Parasitologist, who is considered the foremost expert in the study of
swimmer’s itch in North America. Over the last 25 years he has studied this
topic and advised lakes across Michigan, Wisconsin and Maine on how to
successfully greatly reduce or eradicate their swimmer’s itch problems.

MORE

OTC COLA Upcoming Events 2025

All Minnesota lake property owners are welcome to attend OTC COLA meetings
on the third Thursdays of July and August 2025 at the Ottertail Community
Center, 93 Lake Avenue South, in Ottertail, Minnesota 56571. Meetings begin at
7:00 p.m. Attendees are encouraged to arrive early for coffee and cookies and a
time of socializing and networking.

Thursday July 17, 2025 - OTC COLA Lake Property Owner July Meeting
Thursday August 21, 2025 - OTC COLA Lake Property Owner August Meeting

John Kruse, OTC COLA Administrative Assistant

Lake Property Owner Meetings 2025

Speakers for remaining summer meetings held on the 3rd Thursdays of July and
August at the Ottertail City Community Center have been announced. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g2340ztk99iMyR5tU72Vhkqa7G1MsooE/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:otccola2@gmail.com


Featured presenters at July and August Ottertail Community Center meetings:

July 17 - Ezri Farnum, Ezri will give an update on Koronis Lake
Association's 10-year fight against starry stonewort. She will report on
initial and current funding opportunities, stakeholder/shoreowner
investment and current research conclusions.
August 21 - Darren Newville, East Otter Tail Soil & Water Conservation
District, District Manager. Darren will present an update on the One
Watershed, One Plan program. The East Otter Tail Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) was named SWCD of the Year for 2024.

OTC COLA summer meetings are excellent to get handouts of information to
bring back to Lake Associations. It is also a great opportunity to network with
other lake property owners.

John Kruse, OTC COLA Administrative Assistant

Jeff Vansteenburg

Vansteenburg Speaker
At June Lake Property Owner Meeting

The featured speaker at the June 2025 OTC COLA lake property owner meeting
was Jeff Vansteenburg, OTC COLA Environmental Director. Jeff spoke on the
history of the OTC COLA water monitoring program as well as the distribution
and uses of the data by lake associations, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA) and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MN DNR).

Jeff serves as the environmental director for the OTC COLA. He received his BS
degree from Minnesota State University Mankato in Biology and Community
Health and MS degree from University of Wisconsin LaCrosse in Biology and
Aquatic Sciences. Jeff worked 36 years for the State of Iowa serving three years as
a limnologist at the State Hygienic Laboratory - University of Iowa and thirty
three years in the field services bureau, environmental services division of the
Iowa Department of Natural Resources. He has experience in a variety of

https://bwsr.state.mn.us/one-watershed-one-plan
mailto:otccola2@gmail.com


environmental areas including surface and groundwater quality, wastewater
treatment and drinking water quality.

Jeff Vansteenburg

2025 Lake Sampling Dates

The lake sampling dates for the 2025 Season are:

May 19
June 16
July 21
August 18
September 22

A reminder:
If you have been using the courier drop off site on Lake Marion that location is no
longer in use. The new location is 43620 Round Lake Rd. Ottertail MN. There is a
small garage on the opposite side of the address where the samples coolers will be
collected.

If you have used the Battle Lake site or taken the samples directly to the lab in
Detroit Lakes, that has not changed.

Jeff Vansteenburg, OTC COLA Environmental Director 641-420-0928

Dates Still Open For OTC COLA Speakers

The OTC COLA Speaker Team is still scheduling dates for lake association
meetings in 2025. Multiple topic requests range from individual water quality
analysis to aquatic invasive species prevention to overviews of OTC COLA's
history and programs.

The Team is currently responding to Lake Association requests to schedule
speaking dates. There is no cost. Early submissions are the best way to help secure
a desired place on the schedule.

To request an OTC COLA speaker at your meeting email John Kruse, OTC COLA
Administrative Assistant, at otccola2@gmail.com.

mailto:jeffreyvansteenburg@gmail.com
mailto:jeffreyvansteenburg@gmail.com
mailto:otccola2@gmail.com


MLR July 2025 Newsletter

The 2025 state budget session highlighted just how vital MLR’s 30-year history of
engaged, bipartisan advocacy for lakes and rivers at the Capitol truly is. With a
projected $6 billion deficit expected for the 2028–29 biennium (with funding
rolling out in summer 2027), MLR’s lobbyists viewed this session as a primer for
the next budget battle. In the past, state budget shortfalls led to cuts in local aid
and property tax hikes that pushed many longtime lake owners—especially
retirees—out of their homes. Natural homesteads were replaced by suburban
lawns, harming water quality and weakening community ties.
 
Today, with 56% of our waterways impaired and pressures from invasive species,
development, and increased boating, we face a critical crossroads. Cuts to local
programs will limit the ability of communities to protect our waters, at a time
when recent surveys show only 15% of lakefront property owners feel their
communities have the financial resources to manage invasive species.

MLR July 2025 Newsletter

MAISRC Newsletter
Explore the Latest in Aquatic Invasive Species Research

What’s inside our latest newsletter?
Zebra mussels' impact on walleye
MAISRC's new research chair: Dan Larkin

https://out02.thedatabank.com/?r=MTAwMw0KSjU0MzkzMS1DNTI5LU0zMjYyNTgtMjI0LXNhbWlzX21scg0KMzcxNTY1Mjk1MjA2NjY3MDk5NzI5MzI2MjU4MTMyDQoxOWQwMDAwMTVlNjk2DQpodHRwczovL21ubGFrZXNhbmRyaXZlcnMub3JnL3dwLWNvbnRlbnQvdXBsb2Fkcy8yMDI0LzEyL0xha2VzaG9yZS1yZXNpZGVudC1zdXJ2ZXktZmFjdHNoZWV0LTA3MDEyNC0zLnBkZg0KbGFrZXNob3JlcmVzaWRlbnQNCmpoa3J1c2UyMDE1QGdtYWlsLmNvbQ%3d%3d
https://www3.thedatabank.com/dpg/529/pm.asp?id=99729&aacwc=371565295206667099729326258132&nav=1 target=


Lab to Lakes updates
Recent news: Swimmer's itch
NEW column: Ask the AIS Experts! Use this form to ask MAISRC
researchers your questions for inclusion in future newsletters

Don't miss out on these stories and other important updates. Click below to read
the full newsletter and stay engaged in protecting Minnesota’s waters.

Newsletter

You've probably been seeing and hearing TV, newspaper, and radio
announcements about the new Watercraft Operator's permit. Here is one done
by the Cross Lake/Snake River Association of Pine County that we think is
informative and creative.
 
It provides details from the MN DNR about the new program, but it also asks their
members to encourage adherence of the new regulations by their family and
guests. And the Association has a challenge for those 18 years and under to take
the required education course and get their Watercraft Operator's permit.
 
Perhaps your lake or river association can also do something creative like this to
incentivize our youngest boat drivers to act.

https://click.ecommunications2.umn.edu/?qs=0f47f9350ad24c2f4a73f89d540057a7077d6edaf9d96b284137050cfd222cc724be85fb2f580520f9445f0c9278224130dd965104025985
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGpTyMnnAo/VQYSMpjRFBrDs3OOJL54Tg/view?utm_content=DAGpTyMnnAo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hf34a622767
https://hu9r6qebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GoRmznwJCLEArTABNXnjvnC_b8P9KXPFohTQh7n9tEdkn7ZsnAWrGFBIGQzbjzGoJuYItkjPlIrF-sIHC4UFT_FlYWdAUWZqBrc8ur7ZJQb5lQ0TsTSmWFgceYPVbAVVR8M1c8l6F6FwpvdP_kMSTjddTjzwxnb9xW3N2MQ_IFA8WbPPSt2iySAyx9MwP9g6HJhR8f7wQ1Xr7_jCa8EHkm2-7WuIBxnF0zIpwOyoSkfaqvP2ebgk7iZ6yjSziBTE2S-IikZNTWx62KPvxVyVge_K4ltfSg_zk9JaJdMx39-pb20au-JXpenBLXDD-8qkB7VSJOg-hYJTUvhHUMrilMpxzhsS9c1a2A16wpmxV2HGkla1NaNXaALQT2p_NDUDyxlwIgoTyY9kXEBXhGo6KIzepdGg9RBCX0NsIwVSLxlwPS76mRQZW9oHJ8aGGOLQiXa5-PJv4unygXFEjdl6EAuSlMT1guLS-_m7fLF5i2xl91dqAyyB5A==&c=abGotk7u3Jimf8aV-sOu2-SSCGV5EAn1nZRf7tdU2Bpj1Fip830shg==&ch=thX4xpOpAPjEnE-zIMOsr-9cRmZsy4Bkq6A1Dr8GDKQ5PkviYHowaQ==


 
Safety on the water is what drove Minnesota to enact this legislation in 2023. MN
COLA was proud to be a part of the team of organizations who helped get this into
law.
 
The law goes into effect on July 1 for ages 12 to 21. Older adults will be required to
get their Watercraft Operator's permit over the next three years. Adults born
before June 30, 1987 are grandfathered, and do not required to act.
 
Thanks for your attention to this important matter.
 

 Joe Shneider
President, MN COLA

president@mncola.org
 
 

Want to get MN COLA information directly? Sign up using the button below. It's
free, but we'd love to have you join as a dues paying member.

Go HERE for a review of the benefits of joining MN COLA
 
MNCOLA.ORG
 
Subscribe to the MN COLA E-Newsletter
 
David Helgerson, OTC COLA Director Liaison with MN COLA  

DNR Seeks Input On
Proposed Special Fishing Regulations

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources is asking for input on several
special fishing regulation proposals.

Each year, the Minnesota DNR reviews all existing fishing regulations, proposes
new special regulations that apply to individual waters and asks the public for
input about the proposals. All new special regulations are reviewed on a regular
basis to evaluate effectiveness.

The DNR is proposing either new regulations or changes to existing experimental
and special fishing regulations for the 2026 fishing season that address the
following topics:

Sand Lake walleye (Itasca County)
Rainy Lake walleye (St. Louis and Koochiching counties)
Platte Lake sunfish (Crow Wing County)
Sullivan Lake sunfish (Morrison County)
Green Prairie Fish Lake sunfish (Morrison County)

mailto:president@mncola.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001p8UGCsVytRUTd_JCnrq1vaGxWJQXrnIVTJf75yAt7zG8_my_pF0b3dgZMZWirXG0wsrDXplGAzx2WKjwyv8emE98w8doLCUd0bANQcLj3N_U5vLPsOsJ4RpIVFI442fdYck-TZy0e45Q7DQQ6lY63su0mJYi2Vwo2cl_Qd5Wb9GHaDnX7FQRwzY7yVePXcoC&c=g3FJRu2VCRQ4khEcT-DgHpfOdzhXKAGIWLn5fThrF_NfnmEAsrzTsQ==&ch=wZdAc1ISJBcMg-wZAwA7ZV6TGeAjOW3jCfjU9JKOuJV6Rk-cQQO6mg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001p8UGCsVytRUTd_JCnrq1vaGxWJQXrnIVTJf75yAt7zG8_my_pF0b3dgZMZWirXG0wsrDXplGAzx2WKjwyv8emE98w8doLCUd0bANQcLj3N_U5vLPsOsJ4RpIVFI442fdYck-TZy0e45Q7DQQ6lY63su0mJYi2Vwo2cl_Qd5Wb9GHaDnX7FQRwzY7yVePXcoC&c=g3FJRu2VCRQ4khEcT-DgHpfOdzhXKAGIWLn5fThrF_NfnmEAsrzTsQ==&ch=wZdAc1ISJBcMg-wZAwA7ZV6TGeAjOW3jCfjU9JKOuJV6Rk-cQQO6mg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001p8UGCsVytRUTd_JCnrq1vaGxWJQXrnIVTJf75yAt7zG8_my_pF0b3VON9tOxlcY1BtXzIAULHwgOh29omMbZ1rhZWn8dJdvB2EgU4ONxrfQ82Zl3Kti4QH6Ni7xhg77iU50ikej4O7s=&c=g3FJRu2VCRQ4khEcT-DgHpfOdzhXKAGIWLn5fThrF_NfnmEAsrzTsQ==&ch=wZdAc1ISJBcMg-wZAwA7ZV6TGeAjOW3jCfjU9JKOuJV6Rk-cQQO6mg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001p8UGCsVytRUTd_JCnrq1vaGxWJQXrnIVTJf75yAt7zG8_my_pF0b3VON9tOxlcY1sYjTPnUFzlu9fK0oslA0su6jMBoLy0ceYhxRnNay1Q9dYvmdx9BMIhtkLd0uOCMRhmFbnJL-v65AyVMDDWWW9_qVQFLOrNQk0xC4BhIAMME3WVMuD-ZTpUhcvF7FfuUQDokOBaivA_6pg5cKxcIpjipWZF5aenV2uMTwruYFquxi4zhw3Rk_WXfC_4Vm6GmX&c=g3FJRu2VCRQ4khEcT-DgHpfOdzhXKAGIWLn5fThrF_NfnmEAsrzTsQ==&ch=wZdAc1ISJBcMg-wZAwA7ZV6TGeAjOW3jCfjU9JKOuJV6Rk-cQQO6mg==
mailto:dajhelgerson@outlook.com


Long (Higgins) Lake sunfish (Todd County)
Moose Lake sunfish (Todd County)
Maple Lake sunfish (Todd County)
Jewett Lake sunfish (Otter Tail County)
North and South Ten Mile Lakes sunfish (Otter Tail County)
German Lake sunfish (Otter Tail County)
Rush Lake sunfish (Otter Tail County)
Rabideau Lake sunfish (Beltrami County)

MORE

DNR Seeks Public Input On Reducing
Statewide Walleye Limit From Six to Four

Changes in lake habitat, ecology and conditions coupled with technological
advances in fishing gear and methods are prompting the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources to seek public input on a possible reduction in the statewide
walleye possession limit from six to four fish.

If enacted via a rulemaking process, the change would not become effective until
May 2027.

MORE

AIS Prevention Aid Program Snapshot 2024
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AGwfhZLjArYKNPE5vr-60KaJZzve4P97/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WZc9k6ZtXzHoUOtnyPb4-wLeHQ1jsk0a/view?usp=drive_link


The AIS Prevention Aid Program Snapshot is prepared annually for submission to
the state of Minnesota outlining use of funds provided for control of aquatic
invasive species in Minnesota lakes and rivers. The Snapshot for 2024 has been
created and submitted to the state of Minnesota. Supporting details for the
Snapshot will be published in the Annual AIS Prevention Report currently in the
process of being compiled.
 
Spencer McGrew. Otter Tail County AIS Specialist
 

`AIS Prevention Aid Program Snapshot 2024
AIS Prevention 2023 Report

AIS Handbooks Now Available

The enthusiastically acclaimed AIS Handbook sponsored by the Otter Tail County
AIS Task Force is now available. The Handbook will be distributed to lake
property owners, resort owners, and civic organizations in Otter Tail County.
Quantities can be reserved from Otter Tail County Land & Resource 218-998-
8095. Besides disseminating AIS prevention best practices in the Handbooks, the
AIS prevention information will also be published in area newspapers and
included in social media posts.

AIS Handbook for Visitors and Residents

AIS Handbook for Visitors and Residents Cover

Spencer McGrew, Otter Tail County AIS Specialist

OTC Board Of Commissioner Minutes
May 20, 2025

mailto:smcgrew@ottertailcounty.gov
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https://n9dbfoxab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iIFMuuvovztXScW8Yl4fl6aqWccMU8Q3NK4Mo7oplhVgITU6GjAlModpU9zNaOmSmHqVMjVFCIOqlvTEgXGA7Eb-CBJAGjwXZmWHZ2fphJEGarCNhX7_ArIotCehQ9JZklEDsGakkAH0M4pM8P8EOtWlzuAOSexoOQWm4l6RnHyTOGTMTcCdXwx0YAwwqNjOHHbr6wgX5BOG7hpCWTgZryuqyAjXpzHMjfX-QLveKz0XCCmmAbTU9w==&c=Mv5nYVaG02JbV4_duyGCEmpzEuizfEYra3v_Rs2xYzL2L1UY_iOHzA==&ch=bmI2ILQz3BU8J5Rc8VD__-a_SKpGF9Hj_SpAXKu92PXa1imsai8maA==
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q6eZeamDTCOr9G1KREStdoCnyPJ10Bq5/view?usp=drive_link
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Featured Posts - July 2025

MN Lake Associations -Who they are and what they do
Walleye Are Smaller In Lakes With AIS
Email Mail Merge
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Water Quality Analysis Reports (2024 samples- Individual
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Lake Property Owner Directories (2019)- Directories by
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OTC COLA Brochure- View and/or download the OTC COLA
Brochure
We want to hear from you! - Go HERE to give OTC COLA
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OTC COLA Members
Bass Lake Underwood Association ∙ Berger Lake Association ∙ Big McDonald LID ∙

Boedigheimer Lake Association ∙ Buchanan Lake Association ∙ Clitherall Lake
Association ∙ Dead Lake Association ∙ Devils Lake Association ∙ Eagle Lake

Lakeshore Association ∙ East Battle Lake WS Association ∙ Elbow Lake Association
∙ Franklin Lake Association ∙ Hoffman Lake Association ∙ Jewett Lake Association ∙
Lida Lakes Improvement District ∙ Lake Lizzie Lakeshore Association ∙ Lake Seven

Association ∙ Lake Six Association ∙ Leaf Lakes Association ∙ Little McDonald
Kerbs and Paul Lakes LID ∙ Long Lake at Vergas Association ∙ Loon Lake

Association ∙ Marion Lake Association ∙ McDonald Lake Improvement Association
∙ North Long Lake Association ∙ North Turtle Lake Association ∙ Otter Tail Lakes
Property Owners Association ∙ Pebble Lake Lakeshore Association ∙ Pelican Lake

Property Owners Association ∙ Pickerel Lake Improvement Association ∙ Pine
Lakes LID ∙ Prairie Lake Lakeshore Association ∙ Round Lake 56-214 ∙ Rush Lake
Association ∙ Silent Lakes Association ∙ Silver Lake Property Owners Association ∙

South Turtle Lake Improvement District ∙ Spitzer Lake Property Owners
Association ∙ Stalker Lake Association ∙ Star Lake Property Owners Association ∙

Stuart Lake Association ∙ Swan Lake Association ∙ Sybil Lake Association ∙
Tamarac Lake Association ∙ Ten Mile Preservation Association ∙ Trowbridge-Leek

Lake Association ∙ Wall Lake Association ∙ West Battle Lake Association ∙ West
McDonald Lake Association ∙ Wymer Lake Association

John Kruse, OTC COLA Administrative Assistant  
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