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OTC COLA General Meeting Lineup
2018

2018 General Meetings are scheduled for 7:00 pm, June, July and
August at the Ottertail Community Center in Ottertail, MN.  To
be announced is the September Day Trip. 

Thursday, July 19, 2018
OTC Commissioners and candidates invitational

Thursday, August 16, 2018
OTC COLA Annual Meeting
Lake Association and volunteer awards

Thursday, September 20, 2018

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RxhqvdNkgqdR0vY-9kYceZOJLrci8IvzGb_5fSUVEAe3H5q7cA0Dz027MtKTWB6zpebAVXEZETtaXfsjFDHRJf-V0oP7A6yj9OXXCeYx2Ll9exNUkqxNMlG767WnAKJlwdF9pewhn83sJ7vOYE0Q0trS88tLllSNKd8HYp20FL-VbMd-YmG3EA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RxhqvdNkgqdR0vY-9kYceZOJLrci8IvzGb_5fSUVEAe3H5q7cA0Dz3L0LWL1nUTdOI9sSKJK5ocWV438oYz9j1eGxq5UXEFzuh1F0j2qY0Z0NEII8XXTSkrP2CR7dQKQK4-4xnyA5jwqEwDO7zRIAWqpYps3OBb1wC0hs13Sh8NvLhczZTp1wyhfSiCp2yU5&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RxhqvdNkgqdR0vY-9kYceZOJLrci8IvzGb_5fSUVEAe3H5q7cA0Dz3L0LWL1nUTdOI9sSKJK5ocWV438oYz9j1eGxq5UXEFzuh1F0j2qY0Z0NEII8XXTSkrP2CR7dQKQK4-4xnyA5jwqEwDO7zRIAWqpYps3OBb1wC0hs13Sh8NvLhczZTp1wyhfSiCp2yU5&c=&ch=
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Day Trip to be announced

We Want To Hear From You!
OTC COLA is very interested in informing and assisting OTC lake
associations and lake property owners.  Click HERE to quickly
give us your comments, suggestions for OTC COLA and ideas
for our General Meetings on third Thursdays in the summer.

Rufer And Underhill Present 
At OTC COLA June Meeting

Moriya Rufer, Environmental Services Director, RMB
Laboratories and Ben Underhill, Water Planner/Watershed
Director, East Otter Tail Soil and Water Conservation District
presented at the June 2018 OTC COLA General Meeting in
Ottertail, MN.

Rufer concentrated on
Understanding Lake Data.  OTC
COLA partners with RMB
Laboratories in an extensive
program to monitor COLA Member
lakes each year.  Samples are

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RxhqvdNkgqdR0vY-9kYceZOJLrci8IvzGb_5fSUVEAe3H5q7cA0Dz2wH_tMeoW0Q8m6caeWaEEJjoMpXqJTJdK4sT6-IDyeI-N2PFXkM6N506Ucbv1lzX_QlGJWU9R68lzT-H3M1eIp72j8eSS_7qgeJHuZMXT6w84NBlioHDMXK2AHQvwagPATLQj0wTBW9u-xsErPYwfqQaEZfs_ukWBV4knHQwF75X9kOLK6kHZbM-na-rAeTeQ==&c=&ch=


collected each month during the
season by volunteers at each lake. 
The samples are then analyzed by
RMB and data is made available on
the RMB website.  The data is used
by multiple government agencies,
municipalities and other
organizations.  

Moriya Rufer
moriya.rufer@rmbel.info 

Understanding Lake Data 

Underhill focused on assessment of
the Otter Tail River Watershed. 
Ben addressed how lakes are
perceived to be impaired and what
are the causes of impairment.  He
explained how the Trophic State
Index is used to compile
phosphorus, chlorophyll-a and
Secchi measured transparency
data to determine levels of
impairment.  He went on to
explain what lake property owners
can do to reduce impairment
levels.

Ben Underhill ben.underhill@eot.mnswcd.org
Otter Tail River Waterhed Assessment
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Free Nitrate Water-Testing Clinics 
Ottertail and Fergus Falls

Homeowners who rely on private wells for their drinking water
supply should test for nitrates on a regular basis. Private well
owners are encouraged to participate at the free nitrate testing
clinics.

Fergus Falls- Thursday, July 19

Ottertail- Friday, July 27

 In 2011, the Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) found
that over 10% of private wells tested across the state had nitrate
levels above the safe drinking water standard. In 2015 the MDA
targeted several townships in the county for nitrate testing. Initial
results showed about four percent of the wells tested were above
the drinking water standard.

Fergus Falls, Thursday 19 MORE
Ottertail, Friday July 27 MORE

Ben Underhill
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RxhqvdNkgqdR0vY-9kYceZOJLrci8IvzGb_5fSUVEAe3H5q7cA0Dz0OU5YOixZF3sUWJ4wElK1U7GNNoFgVt1vqSzrBQBZomPD4FCP1_dLHmHvBL0pbB_TZrD-OYtFDBuFz9WWfrT9VgwxtLeMyKR-Lx0awKzCJK9Scvjkd-UE41XCWloRN5faDGs_jttTeo-dedVTkyFMPzfgU4Ft93G8dHu1QFcGMheL0pfC2wk18=&c=&ch=
mailto:ben.underhill@eot.mnswcd.org


 Zebra Mussels Found 
In Becker, Otter Tail County Lakes

FERGUS FALLS, Minn.-Zebra mussels were found in Jewett Lake
in Otter Tail County and Floyd Lake in Becker County, the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources said.

According to a DNR news release, watershed district staff alerted
the DNR of an adult zebra mussel attached to a native clam in
Floyd Lake. DNR invasive species specialists found several adult
zebra mussels in three areas of the lake.
MORE

OTC COLA General Meeting July 19, 2018
Otter Tail County Legislative Forum

County Commissioners, County Commissioner Candidates and
Otter Tail County Sheriff Candidates have been invited to the
OTC COLA County Legislative Forum in July.

This  regular General Meeting for OTC COLA will be held 7:00
pm on July 19, 2018 at the Ottertail Community Center in
Ottertail MN.  Planned for this event is an opportunity for lake
property owners to meet and greet existing and potential public
officials to share challenges and opportunities for Otter Tail
County lakes.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RxhqvdNkgqdR0vY-9kYceZOJLrci8IvzGb_5fSUVEAe3H5q7cA0Dz0OU5YOixZF3fPZZWINUq7ln22qkcBOvGcvn6zUDQgjUBwIrxBrdPoMWQ0sEu_QzS0eX647EMqAD9gWY5xzykKQvNR7nhy04EFQAt0NP6RCC4EWJNNVRG2d5Wtken2W2_MWJtz9H2ptm5Wxlg9xQsDBEujsLqfSE-fI_l56IRnjsEUs5K4yw3o4=&c=&ch=


Announcing 6 New PSA's 
On Aquatic Invasive Species

A creative series of six, 30-second public service announcements
and accompanying social media posts have been professionally
produced to gain attention on aquatic invasive species
while sharing actions people can take to stop the spread. The
videos and social media posts are available for download to be
used and shared across Minnesota and the Midwest.

This video series is available as a free resource thanks to funding
from the Minnesota counties of Douglas, Pope, Otter Tail, Cass,
Becker, and Aitkin along with the Crow Wing County Lakes and
Rivers Alliance and the Pelican Lakes Association in Crow Wing
county.

Remove Weeds
https://youtu.be/IslT8s_F7nw
 
Drain All Water
https://youtu.be/ATivXTSYoR0
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RxhqvdNkgqdR0vY-9kYceZOJLrci8IvzGb_5fSUVEAe3H5q7cA0Dz0OU5YOixZF3uNrvndaYF0qc2rxaVZwFsABEQ2061yycu5EizfkR8RzNuk_7Q8IiTidrUJrqrvd8uTIpItaVopiD_a8m_dcIUwLISuDNYgGGMiGohoxpfEEdz3ITNGoSDA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RxhqvdNkgqdR0vY-9kYceZOJLrci8IvzGb_5fSUVEAe3H5q7cA0Dz0OU5YOixZF3pbN9AonXpoQYaRZg-WguX8L6_D7_26WuR59Q_q-NOczbD7hyTiwsibp4koETxQgcwcuAiepct4-Zohs-qiRRjC5O7aOzhLxygjbJqw_AJWTxYyi39xxzsw==&c=&ch=


Clean Off Anchor
https://youtu.be/sPs39ZohIQ8
 
Dry 21 Days
https://youtu.be/uWylqku-rtI
 
Decon Station
https://youtu.be/majL-hcnKwU
 
Drain Livewell
https://youtu.be/1tpPZCkMJdY

The impacts from aquatic invaders like Eurasian watermilfoil,
starry stonewort, zebra mussels, and spiny waterflea are hitting
home in Minnesota. The quality of Minnesota lakes and rivers
is threatened by these invasive species that hurt enjoyment of our
lakes, property values, tourism, fish populations, cause algae
blooms, fouled beaches, and wreak economic havoc by
clogging boat motors and water supply and drainage systems.

It is vital to our current and future local, state and regional
economy to greatly increase our education efforts to inform the
public about aquatic invasive species and steps to prevent their 
spread. To receive files to download and share or learn more,
please contact Erika Gilsdorf.

"As a former AIS inspector, it was my goal with this project to
provide a fresh and creative 'hook' around aquatic invasive
species messaging and the actions people can take to stop
the spread. The response with this series has already been
phenomenal. We're excited to be part of a multi-county project
that can offer these videos and social media posts at no charge to
lake associations, organizations, businesses, government
agencies, and individuals to share." Erika Gilsdorf, producer

The videos were produced in Detroit Lakes, Minnesota by LB
Video Productions, a division of Leighton Broadcasting.

We are encouraging everyone to share the videos via the links
and and they can also contact me, Erika Gilsdorf to receive the
free, downloadable files for social media, website and to give to
the media to air. 

Also available are social media posts/pictures:
Starry Stonewort
Bait

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RxhqvdNkgqdR0vY-9kYceZOJLrci8IvzGb_5fSUVEAe3H5q7cA0Dz0OU5YOixZF38jWJVzziv4FHvDZAzHpAKjzeJOdLVKtQvo7TxQ5s2qlnpHwPorZXsbWs9LP_185s6NopmI40UBRevJvXhkTwSurMg_OUDCMS-4w3FFphh_TYgLLEWPAjZA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RxhqvdNkgqdR0vY-9kYceZOJLrci8IvzGb_5fSUVEAe3H5q7cA0Dz0OU5YOixZF30DbQ-wvGgdyhRQgdnrt4UjbK9gLHcbvpSfqA7mL_KNuHCqQ-R_dgZAQBhfsKhZD4Hz5R8yTewdirlwnsPHgztg-1QgZuUcshimOGYD6ixuTiWqfuojJ9aA==&c=&ch=
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Dock-lift
Spiny Waterflea
Eurasian watermilfoil
Zebra Mussels
 
Erika Gilsdorf
Leighton Broadcasting
218.849.1643
egilsdorf@leightonbroadcasting.com

 

What About Radon Gas at the Lake?? 

Radon gas is a cancer-causing radioactive gas. You cannot see,
smell or taste radon, but it may be a problem in your home or
lake cabin. You might have read where a North Dakota woman
died last Fall, and the cause of death was listed as "exposure to
radon gas". Radon is not produced as a commercial product.
Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas and comes from
the natural breakdown (radioactive decay) of uranium.  

MORE

Dave Majkrzak
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OTC COLA Annual Meeting And
Volunteer Awards Night August 16, 2018

The deadline for nominating the OTC COLA Volunteer and
Lake Association of the year is August 1, 2018.   We ask that
you honor your volunteers who tirelessly share their time and
talent, either individually or as a group.

 
The OTC COLA's Volunteer of the Year and Lake Association
of the Year is about inspiring, recognizing and encouraging
volunteers to assist in protecting and preserving the lakes
they love. Self-nominations are accepted.

 
Do not pass up this opportunity to inspire, recognize,
encourage and engage your volunteers who have
demonstrated that they have the fortitude to meet challenges
and accomplish goals.
MORE

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RxhqvdNkgqdR0vY-9kYceZOJLrci8IvzGb_5fSUVEAe3H5q7cA0Dz32ymhp5UcEPb8oFhNUrLz6yoeH57xKD7z3Nw7WTD4Hb8rz2Y-A_BoMBKxpQzo1S0h5_yuUXmC5otidfWn3qdlz3XMkS9MNR0gsb5IkeEEKm8nKSyIDbr4x_BKr3IwZWMMiCpA_I6RvoxW9U0HL5wxtR-lHeNf5ti_RHARwLEWVe8PwJBu7NDesXUGyOCQGhDg==&c=&ch=


New Bio-Control Pilot 
For Eurasian Water Milfoil

This summer the Christmas Lake Association is testing to see if a
weevil native to Minnesota can be used to eat and control
Eurasian water milfoil.
This is a huge development. As I travel around the state and meet
with lake associations, two big concerns emerge:

1. Lake Associations struggle with fundraising, and often face
huge lake treatment bills for problems like eurasian water
milfoil,

2. Lake Association leaders fear that their membership is
aging, and they are searching for ways to engage younger
members.

I, along with other lake association leaders, DNR personnel and
MAISRC, toured a pilot project on Christmas Lake that could
provide a solution strategy for both of these issues.
   
The pilot is based on research by Dr. Sallie Sheldon, Middlebury
College, VT. She has developed a process to catch native weevils
out of a lake, raise them on the invasive Eurasain watermilfoil,
and then release these weevils back into the lake to achieve some
control of the invasive and costly plant.

MORE

Jeff Forester, Executive Director MLR
Minnesota Lake and Rivers

MN COLA Board Of Directors Minutes
June 19, 2018

 

OTC AIS Task Force Board Minutes
June 11, 2018

 

OTC Board of Commissioners Minutes

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RxhqvdNkgqdR0vY-9kYceZOJLrci8IvzGb_5fSUVEAe3H5q7cA0Dz0OU5YOixZF3Dk8VqpFPUqrFZS-G--eyCbC4sgBrwxXPLDzihTijQWjhYwdkygwTI7qc4tc9DiiWpt3UzP_Os2lNTpPUmLA69zowkj9QBruHu8QH2qB8h_j-Hc0KVHo5esdsJB-afBsqyi37de_BcysDa_8lQUxZpGkI4t0eKORP7WHnVKMV6CpaEjyaAO-4fg78QmMobliaeCYc5taY6bke7y3_Z-G_F-lL7maxCez5b6Dvcw6hQB3jDuhBzDoKZBcKt7CEcpSQd7wPfA4gEZTCVsXoqzsvKWX2MBRZHuyR406c1HQVUIaWp6Nwb0koYWqmDSMpypYscC2_92PKgHUpmnd7wLfN9r5soZn_Oy5TmheLojtPcxp9u3JLFCrmKJptF1V0OJDhdGl9uB8BBWMjPdlTUiCH6w==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RxhqvdNkgqdR0vY-9kYceZOJLrci8IvzGb_5fSUVEAe3H5q7cA0Dz0OU5YOixZF3Hh4Ai_JaC6xvooRKRucYuCKNJLjFVokqFmujh1V5iIMxY3wJxyIbrrpg-VTmQfW7slJzXQg78IzumZ08PPhkhraTevK0aGYw63r_yq7ZFtYq9sz2dYwWn15tbiCregwJ-fBir09cDtdiAdJQxyMf9U39wpOSGPAC20J7hiJLI88=&c=&ch=
mailto:jeff@mnlakesandrivers.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RxhqvdNkgqdR0vY-9kYceZOJLrci8IvzGb_5fSUVEAe3H5q7cA0DzyZo_Gomg45atFueP1gx5BCthkkIjf26nLyhc3pqnnXvdK3cm0SZi4q9UDebLXW9xW1HmgA4lDjVPixfcjkp4WQFsbHiFHrYj-xM_x1hvw0s-SRHDnS0jEPlx0CYNDuuww==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RxhqvdNkgqdR0vY-9kYceZOJLrci8IvzGb_5fSUVEAe3H5q7cA0Dz0OU5YOixZF3ZhFFEm0qR6eyUcfYy3f_gXMZFaJC0HnyxQfvEszgE6W6Innrcbh38Bnmp-f34SQp9yjjzKNY6RTwstttkDYJRFJU3oVfyCgVOtX9pSUKDERKKtsH31bCXQVbpVBGvUB-pPesKNjZolGtFgaffGdQ33s5mpjcYtVLwHvqUEluniE=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001RxhqvdNkgqdR0vY-9kYceZOJLrci8IvzGb_5fSUVEAe3H5q7cA0Dz0OU5YOixZF3d8Rfva_0n2CfWxei8NtI93B-Q4r6-grL96otXqp5XMFqETTiAhJcphPAjkq68WuYxNAJGCM1mAwbA0OF5DSmoMXI9TLdwmZAqydkLEfer-m3MxvEejNFl4tQRCHlcQ5S-OWmjt3QGauN_Ud9J7TmJ9Xyo5GMhn-C-9NV18JEXFc=&c=&ch=


June 5, 2018
June 12, 2018

 
OTC COLA Board of  Directors

Bernie Steeves ∙ Dave Sethre ∙ David Majkrzak ∙ Jeff Stabnow ∙
Patrick Prunty ∙ Roger Neitzke ∙ Russ Severson ∙ Sylvia Soeth

 
OTC COLA Members
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